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Key message up front
• Hospitalizations are increasing more sharply than we projected  last week.  

• Colorado will probably exceed the April peak in hospitalizations (N=901) by 
November 6th

•  On the current trajectory Colorado will likely reach ICU capacity (N=1800) 
in late December. If contacts increase over the holidays, ICU capacity could be 
exceeded in early December. 

• Estimated infection prevalence now is higher that it has ever been in Colorado. 
All age groups and race-ethnic groups are impacted.

• There is evidence that transmission is increasing in older populations, leading 
to growth in hospitalizations in this high-risk group 

The epidemic poses a greater threat than last week.



Hospitalizations are increasing more sharply 
Transmission control (TC) falling and R

E
 rising week by week

Four weeks ago (10/5): TC 67%

Three weeks ago (10/12): TC 66%

Two weeks ago (10/19): TC 67%

One week ago (10/26): TC 65%

Current (11/02): TC 62%



COVID-19 hospitalizations continue to increase

Model fit to data through 11/02



Older populations (65+) are increasingly 
becoming infected; TC falling at all ages
 
Sharp rise in reported infections and 
hospitalizations among people age 65+

Case data signal increases in infections in all 
age groups. 

All groups are affected



If CO stays on the current trajectory, we could 
exceed ICU hospital capacity in late December. 
That peak could come sooner if we experience an increase in contacts over the holidays.

What if transmission control 
decreases by 10% over the 
holidays?
ICU capacity exceeded ~12/18

What if transmission control 
decreases by 20% over the 
holidays? 
ICU capacity exceeded ~12/13



The R
E
 is high in all LPHA Regions

The pandemic is surging across CO

Models fit to COPHS hospitalization data through 10/26. 



Why are we seeing this rapid growth in 
infections?
Nobody is certain but it is likely from a constellation of factors including

• COVID fatigue
• Holiday surges – we saw growth in cases after 4th of July and Labor Day. It is 

possible we will see growth following Halloween.

• Seasonality. The environmental conditions may be more favorable for the 
virus now than during the summer. Colder temperatures move people 
indoors. We know that transmission is most risky indoors, particularly in 
crowded spaces without masks.

• If seasonality is driving part of the increase, we will have to work harder to 
control the virus over the winter.


