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Greetings DCMH Staff, 
  
For those who may not know me, I am the Hospital District’s new Chief Legal Officer. My office is located 
in the Medical Records Department in case you need to find me for any reason. I have been the Hospital 
District’s outside attorney for the past two years and was recently invited to join the Administration Team; 
I am really excited to be coming onboard at DCMH full-time! 
  
I want to start by echoing the sentiments of my fellow administration team members regarding the 
remarkable work and dedication you have all put forth during these difficult times. I have only been on 
staff for a couple of months, but I have been truly amazed at your comradery and commitment to serving 
the needs of our community – both inside and outside the walls of DCMH. You are a tremendous group 
of people and I am honored to be a part of your team. 
  
There are some exciting developments coming that I would like to tell you about. First, I am sure each of 
you have experienced frustrations resulting from our over-burdened, aging internet and technology 
systems. Well, good news! This past Monday night the Hospital Board of Directors approved the 
spending of almost one million dollars for an upgrade to our IT infrastructure! These upgrades will take 
some time, but will be a wonderful blessing when they happen. Stay tuned for more information.  
  
Next, as I write this to you, we have 11 patients in the hospital due to COVID-19 and 8 patients in the 
hospital due to other medical concerns. The current COVID restrictions prevent most of these patients 
from having visitors in their rooms, and many do not have the necessary technology to have video 
communication with their families.  
  
Administration is working quickly to help fix this problem; we have purchased four tablets which will be 
equipped with all of the popular video conferencing apps so that our patients and their families can stay 
connected. We hope to be begin using these tablets as soon as Friday (tomorrow)! 
  
That said, in order for these tablets to be used successfully, we will have to relieve the burden on our 
public Wi-Fi network. Starting Friday the 11th, the public Wi-Fi network will be password protected so that 
the system is not overwhelmed to the point that it cannot accommodate the video conferencing between 
patients and their families.  
  
I know that this may feel like an inconvenience to many, but please understand that we are doing this so 
that our patients can have meaningful video communication with their families. I hope we can all support 
this change because it will be a huge blessing to our patients and their loved ones during these difficult 
times. More information about the public Wi-Fi password will be forthcoming.  
  
I hope to meet each of you in the coming months and get to know you face-to-face. Please feel free to 
come by and introduce yourself anytime. I wish you all a blessed, healthy and relaxed holiday season. 
  
Best regards, 
Julie J. Huffman, CLO  
 


